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?Letters to the Ebftor. --- 
W h i l s t  corcEiulEy , inviting cow- 

municat ions  u p o n  all subjects 
for these columns, we  wish  it 
t o  be d is t inc t ly  understood 
that w e  do  not IN ANY wAP 
hold ourselves responsible f o r  
the  opinions ezpressed b p  OUT 
correspondents.  

0 U R WE E KLY P R I Z E C 0 M PET IT I 0 N. 
To the  Editor of f h e  f f  British Journal of Nursing.” 

DEAR ~fADaJr,-\~ery niang thanks for the  cheqiie 
for 5s. I received this niorniizg. Pwsibly some of 
pour seadeis nitay like to know that tlie dnstless 
brush referred to in my ai-ticle may be obtained 
from the Dustlesq Brush Chmpany, 62, Bloonisbury 
Street, London, W.C. 

Toms faithfully, 
SYEITA PARKER. 

THE BLACK PLAGUE. 
To f l i p  Editor of t he  “ British Journal oj Nursing.” 

DEAR 1\IaD.m,-‘Cn reply t o  the letter of ” A. Mis- 
sionary Nurse,” which appeared in your columns 
last week, may I say first of all t ha t  with regard to 
the methods of infection by which venereal diseases 
may be contracted, we can, from the  very n,atiire 
of the malady, lay down no hard and fast rule. 
There are donbtless many perfectly innocent vic- 
tims who hare contracted the disease accidentally, 
biit it is often hard to  say in any indiv~dnal case 
n-hether the patient lias been infected by other; or 
whether be (or she) is tiot iunacent as to the cause 
oP the illness. Fort.nnate]y, it does not niatter 
11s who is guilty and who is innocent, me pare called 
in to care for our  patients under medical super- 
vision, not t o  condemn them. 

A bubo is a particular kind of tumour occurring 
when a patient suRering from soft chancre has 
neglected t o  obtain proper treakment in the earlier 
stage of the  clisease. It is oharacteristic of this 
particular illness, and a bacteriological examina- 
tiou will reveal a specific I‘ germ ’) or micro- 
organism. ‘ 

Qonorrhwa is quitc a separate clisease, ancl differs 
from soft chaiicre, or syphilis, almost as much as 
it does from small-pox. It is caused by a specific 
organism, d l e d  the gonococmis, mhich was first 
isolated by Professor Keisser. Loclal treatment, 
snclr as frequent douching, swabhing of the  urethra 
and cervix uteri with pomerful antiseptics is 
usually ordered, in conjunction with a course of 
urinary-genito antiseptics, t o  be taken internally, 
such as ,preparations of copaiba, helmitol, etc. 

‘(-4 Blissionaiy Nurse” asks, rather despondently, 
“ What is there t o  check the progress” of these 
diseases? Several things suggest themselves- 
(aj Compulsory notification, conplcd with free 
medica1 treatment; (b) Education in sex hygiene, 
with insistence on the fac t  t ha t  continence is n o t  
only harmless, but beneficial: (c) The r w l u t c  up- 
holding of R single moral standard for both scxes: 
(d) ancl acts of a legislative character which will 
malre it a punishahle offcnce for a man t o  infcct 
h i s  wife, or vice vcrsd. 

’ 

Where children and adults are treated together, 
as your correspondent infers is the case in Kash- 
mir, i t  must certainly make the  worlr. more exacting 
from the greater supervision entailed j but we must! 
not lose sight of the  fact that the “ woiii:in with t.he 
syphilitic ulceration of the noso ” may be as inno- 
cent as the “ lmbirs with uli.erat.ion of t he  miicous 
menibram.” Anyany, thcy both clniiii 11111* sistwly 
help and synipatlig, ancl only I-lc wlio knowctlr all 
secrets can jndge betiwcn them I 

Y ~ m a  fiiithfully, 
C:l,,\nra T*vrH,inl. 

MIDWIVES SUMMONED IN EMERGENCY, 
T o  t he  Bditor o f  t h e  ‘‘ Briiish Journal. of Xursiii[/.” 

in:: of the  Association for Promoting tlie Training 
and Supply of Uiclwivcs, given in yonr issue of the 
E t h ,  you say, ‘( It is strange, however, that  :in 
Association dealing with niidmivcs, when pressing 
the claim of medical practitioners t o  ndeqnate re- 
muneration for services rendered, shoulcl have 
apparently entirely overlooked the  fact t ha t  cer- 
tified midwives summoned in an  cmergency to  A 
lying-in case have equally a right to a gu:iranteed 
fee.” 

The adequate rcninneration of those IW train 
an4 place in districts amongst the poor is a niattc~r 
which always claims our serions attention, h i t  i s  
not the point at  issue. Our work is to trail1 nncl  
snpplS midjTires in order that t h c  poor [[’oitieif of 
th,: nation nnrl f ke i r  iitjri,iifs niny knve slcillcd iwr(’  
a n d  evcru opportzs~iifji for full r e c o w r y  niitl of 
’lwiiiging i n f o  t h e  world healthy o f f ~ p r i ~ i ~ .  It is to 
this end also tha t  mo are most anxious tha t  no 
time should lie lost in legislating for thha p y i n m t  
of the fees of the doctors called in t o  attend cases 
beyond the skill of the midwife, and in conipliancc 
x i th  the reyuiremcnts of the  Central Nidwives’ 
Bcsrd. For the bci i r f i t  and rclicj of t h e  strffering 
moiliw do  we therefore “ press the claiin of the 
mcdical practitioner.” 

DZ.ut & R , - h  the  tIPCOUIlt O f  tht3 d l l l l i l ~ l ~  >feet- 

Yours faithfully, 
A. MABEL RRVCE. 

[The point at. issne is t ha t  medical. practitioners 
a re  si~fficiently strong to advnnce their own just 
cl;iinis, which are not l i l i e l~  to be ignorecl, and 
Chat a Midwives’ Association might iisefiilly ‘direct 
i t s  cnergies to voicing the oclual ri& of mi.ilwiros 
t o  fa guaranteed fee when ~iinimoned t o  cmtrrgcnry 
CaSeS.--ED .I 

NOTICES. 
The BRITISH JOURNAL OF Nnnsma is tho 

only weekly professional Journal ~vhich c:in 
claim t o  reprrsrnt Nur&ig Opinioo as i t  
alonc is edited, and its policy controlled, hy 
Trained Nurses. 

Terms (pos t  frrr): 
Twelve months, BIG ; six months, 3/6  j three 

months, I/$); Abroad, twelve monchs, O/-,  if 
obtained from the Office, 11, Adam Stwct, 

Strand, T~ondon, W.C. 

Frill information a8 t o  tlic movcnicnt for the 
Statc Registration of T r & d  Niirsisa rtin be oh- 
taincd from the Hon. Sccrntnry of ihe Sorirty fr- 
t l i p  Statc Itc~gifitr:itiiiri of Trainc!d NzirHicbs, 431, 
Oxford Street, London, W. 
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